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nanda as well as with the Communist Party, Periyar's contentions
appeared to be sheer absurdities. I had thought about such matters
since I was ten. I had referred in the very first chapter of this work
to my schoolmate, Sarangapani, who in those days delivered thunder-
ous anti-Brahmin orations on public platforms. I had found it
impossible to accept his arguments even then. But I had thought
through the issue intensely and had reached my own conclusion.
My grandfather whom I dearly loved and respected, and to whom
I owe whatever knowledge I possess, was in his last days a hardened
atheist. He was an ardent bhakta of Periyar EVR! He was a true
"self-respecter." The affection, respect, and gratitude that I had for
him did not induce in me any tendency to accept his atheistic creed.
At a social level I found his anti-Brahmin sentiments nauseating.
But I enjoyed his talk because of my liking for good conversation.
If Periyar EVR too would sit in some corner like my grandfather and
talk with a few of us, I would have listened to him without contra-
dicting him. I would even have enjoyed his talk.
But he spoke at the Tamil Writers' Conference in his capacity as
the inaugurator. I was awaiting my turn to deliver the special address.
Thus, even though I respected him, I believed that my own self-
respect and swadharma made it incumbent on me to refute his conten-
tions. Sensing the trend of my thinking from my facial expressions,
A.V.K. Krishnaswami Reddiar sent a note to me with the request
that I should not seek to contradict Periyar's view in my speech.
I walked over to Reddiar and told him: "I have forgotten all that
I had intended to say in my address to the conference. In this state,
if I am to speak at all, my speech can only be a refutation of the speech
that the Periyar has delivered. It is not my intention, however, to
show disrespect to the Periyar or to make him look small. I assume
full responsibility for ensuring that my words are not regarded by
any one as disrespectful towards the Periyar."
I was later invited to speak. I do not remember whether my speech
was reported in the newspapers, but it was recorded on tape. I have
not been able to get that tape. Therefore, to the extent that I
remember, I shall give here some parts of that speech:
Respected theist elder, Thiru Narayanaswami Pillai, president of
the conference, respected atheist elder, Periyar EVR, inaugurator of
the conference.
This is a conference of Tamil writers. I am one who writes. There-